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Already it’s October and the nights are closing in: | can’t
believe how quickly this summer has gone!

Here’s a round up of our news, hope you enjoy it.

Chris Pounds — Farm Manager

Hackney City Farm Open Day

Early in September the Farm staged its
annual open day. Blessed with the only dry
day in a wet week over one thousand
visitors pored in to take part in the activities.

Volunteers and Farm staff worked hard to put on
displays, build the sound system, provide tractor and
trailer rides and put up all the gazebos and the tent.
Highlights included: the children’s tug o’ war, the food
and bar provided by Frizzante and the Albion
respectively, and the many eco-groups attending.
This was also the first showing of Cine Soleil — the
Farms mini mobile cinema (for more about this check
out the rest of the news letter).

Cine Soleil

Firstly, we bought a second-hand taxi and decided to
run it on bio-diesel. ‘Aha’; we thought: why don’t we
black out the windows, install a DVD player and use
it to show films made on the Farm. It wasn’t quite as
easy as that, but with some hard work by staff and

volunteers this is how our mini cinema has evolved.

Of course, in keeping with the Farm, the electricity to
power the cinema is provided by solar panels on the roof
and a wind turbine mounted on the rear. Look out for the
Cine Soleil at an event near you or alternatively, it can be
hired out to support an event. Please contact the Farm for
further details.

Watch the Birdie!

The Farm continues to be popular with photo shoots and media buffs. Recently, pictures awarded ‘high reserve placing’ in both
the Guardian Food Photo Competition and the Natures Path Envirokidz Competition featured the Farm’s chicken. Various
camera crews have filmed farm animals for TV shows and the Farm continues to supply hay and straw to London film studios.
The Farm was recently chosen to take part in a Radio 4 feature on Farms and the National Curriculum — real animal noises
accompanied the interview!
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Aug / Sept - the season for - basil * courgettes -« fennel  peppers
strawbetries ¢ oysters -« partridge * loganbetries * watercress ¢ pears

A living community resource

Capel Manor Festival

For those of you who don’t know, this is the annual City Farmers’
Harvest Festival that takes place at London’s main Landbased
College in Enfield: some 10 City Farms and a further 6 Community
Gardens compete in various ‘livestock’ and ‘produce’ classes to find
an overall winner! The standard of entries was very high, however our
Farm’s gardens scooped TWO FIRSTS in the ‘horticultural produce’.

Unfortunately our livestock faired slightly worse although we still picked up a
FIRST for Lucy the guinea pig. We all had great fun and extend a big
thank you to all the volunteers who helped set up on the Friday and stayed
over on the Saturday night to help take it all apart again — well done!

Classes at the Farm

215t October — Apple Day: 13:00 — 16:00

Come and try your hand at apple pressing and make your own apple juice!
There will also be competitions for young people including apple bobbing and
apple art, and a chance to make your own delicious toffee apples.

Pottery

Apologies to our regular potter and all our prospective potters — the pottery workshops were suspended through the beginning
of September due to problems with the Kiln. Thanks to the hard work of Rob Jones we have now fixed this and hope to resume
classes by mid October.

Funding News Straw-bale Build Haggerston Sure Start

A big thank you to the Royal Bank of The Farm is currently applying for planning The Sure Start programme is leaving the Farm
Scotland, Lucia Summers, The permission for a straw-bale extension to the szﬁ d?:é";ﬁ?ﬁg";;ﬂ?gg’/ ?ﬁedggggﬁgt:{oa’mhe new
Worshipful Company of V_Voolmen, main bu_||d|ng. In the meantlmel, yoluntgerg and Haggerston Childrens Centre. We have been
The Charles French Charitable Trust, B2E trainees have been practising their skills happy to provide a base for Haggerston Sure
Linklaters, Nellie Brummit and Emmy on an alternatively constructed garden shed in Start and wish them well in their new ventures.
for their recent donations! In the pipeline the Farms side garden — under instruction from However, this does mean that we will have

we have applications with London our very own in house straw-bale instructor &ghﬁg sfe?gftsh?svfélgglﬁsfég'g J:?rﬂgtn{)r?:%avrvi?
Borough of Hackney, tht_a Bridge Emma App!eton! » that wiﬁ provide benefits to they local area /
House Trust and the National Lottery (If you would like to know more about these exciting although this is negotiable. For more information
‘Peoples Millions’ — fingers crossed! projects please contact the B2E office on 020 7729 6391) contact Chris in the Farm Office.
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